There was no one day that marked the start of Mormonism as a staple of American culture, nor was there an explicit mass understanding of this change during the 1960s.
Nevertheless, when examining the 60's and Mormonism in hindsight, we can begin to understand the trends and patterns that clearly demonstrate the convergence of Mormons with the mainstream. The three key areas that display this are: political involvement, race relations and the civil rights movement, and the worlds of academia and economics. In the Civil Rights movement, Mormons were able to connect with both sides of the struggle through member's unofficial and official affiliations. In politics, their power as a voting group drew the attention of the major party's candidates, enabling Mormons to field a legitimate contender for the Republican Party presidential nomination in 1968. Finally, in economics and academia, big names in these fields were publically recognized as successful, educated Mormons.
Inception
In order for full comprehension concerning the Mormons journey to mainstream America, a brief history of the frequently tormented religion is required. Started by Joseph Smith
Jr. in New York, the faith is founded upon various revelations that their leader had in his late teens and early 20s. Beginning in 1823, these visions focused primarily on gold plates which were inscribed with "The Book of Mormon," which described the tribes of Judah that were on the North American continent. Throughout the 1830s and 40s, Smith steadily gained a following in New York through his charisma and evangelical methods, but was forcefully driven from the area due to religious persecution. This persecution was from protestant Christians in the area who viewed Mormonism as social and religious threat due to their alien beliefs. From there, the Mormons moved quickly across the U.S., first to Illinois and finally to Salt Lake City, Utah, which would be their final resting place.
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In Utah, the religion further solidified its various beliefs and teachings, and worked to separate itself from American culture. Their beliefs were such that they were both blatantly unacceptable in the U.S. (polygamy) and some that were so foreign to protestant Christianity they were unable to explain and reconcile these beliefs with other religious groups. Though they eventually gained admittance to the Union as a state after facing through internal strife and external pressure to do so, they remained a religious outsider to American society and culture for over a century. Throughout this period Mormonism remained shrouded in mystery to the general American public, often negatively associated with the group's former practice of polygamy. Mormons were happy that their religious beliefs were no longer considered taboo in American culture after a long persecution, but were not surprised by this as they were already on the cusp of acceptance before George Romney's bid for candidacy.
In conclusion, the political realm proved to be key in the acceptance of Mormonism in 25 By, E.B.F., Mormon Scholars Produce New Intellectual Journal, in New York Times (1923-Current file) In both academia and economics, it was highly publicized in the 1960s that Mormons were heavily involved on a national level. There is no doubt that these advancements in withdrawing from the shell of religious isolationism and into the public eye contributed to the overall acceptance of Mormonism as being apart of mainstream America.
Conclusion
After examining the role of Mormons in 1960's American culture, it is clear that they were a growing, driven and intellectual group of people. It is also clear that by the end of the era, they were no longer considered outsiders by Americans. From politics to racial attitudes to academics and economics, in every aspect of public life the Mormons exemplified American qualities and aligned themselves with the nation founded on Christian values.
In politics, the speeches given by Kennedy and Nixon represent the acceptance of Mormons into the "American family". The issues that these politicians addressed to the Mormons were the exact same issues they would have addressed to any other Christian community, harping heavily on the fear of communism, and also attempting to relate oneself to the community through family ties. George Romney's attempt for the White House represented the first legitimate chance that a Mormon had to win the highest office. The lack of concern about his religious beliefs by the American public also insinuated the Mormon's acceptance in the political realm.
In racial issues, the Mormon Church's approach concerning its adherent's political viewpoints was similar to that of any other Christian Church: that recommendations could be made, but in the end politics and the Church are separate, and the Church would not force a vote in either direction (segregation or equality).
Academically, Mormons finally seemed to catch up with the rest of the United States, by issuing the first Academic Journal written by Mormons. Although BYU had already been established, the act of sending out an academic journal into the greater public represented the Mormons rising from their intellectual shell. Economically, leaders in the field who were Mormon represented the intelligence and fiscal responsibility of Mormons in general. They were moral and showed
America that Mormons were in fact like everyone else, including their bank. In conclusion, The
Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints was successfully a staple of mainstream American culture after the long sixties. 35 Due to the Church's involvement in politics, race issues, academia, and economics they proved to Americans that they were no longer the strange cult which outsiders had long attributed them to be. Rather, they embodied the values of the average American and were increasingly involved in the greater national and global context on issues which historically would have been deemed outside their control. Finally able to distance themselves from their troubled past, the Church of the Latter-Day Saints can be secure in the knowledge that they are, at long last, completely American.
